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This is faithful Saying, and worehy 
of all Acceptation, that Chriſt 2 
came into the World to [ave Sinnerg — 


0 O U L D we but conſider the Ma- 
1 8 X terials of our Compoſition, and the 

Majeſty of him that reduced them 
12 into Form, we ſhould find Reaſon = 
be ſurprized at the wondrous Condeſcenſion 1 
l {o tender a Regard for Mankind. 5 EE bo 
That an eternal and all- ſufficient Being 4 
Would raiſe a Creature out of the Duſt, and 71 
dale it an Inhabitant of Paradice: That this | 
ature, thus raiſed and ſituated, ſhould deſ—- 
A 2 — 


E 1 
piſe its Maker, tranſoreſs his Laws, reiec ll 
Authority, and transfer its Allegiance 


... -_ 
natural Lord, and the Fountain of ſoy. to ff 
Contriver of. its Wo, and the Sly 1 8 To 


of its Benefactor! What, but infinite +: 
could reſtrain almighty Power, from cit 
the utmoſt Vengeance, againſt the 
Abuſer of ſuch extraordinary Favours? 4 
true are the Words of the ErOphet 44, U 7 
Th "gs ts are not your Thoughts, neither cre _ 
Jays my Ways, ſaith the Low 4 Fo or hen nf 
Puniſhment could be adequate to our ind 
and he could, without TTQUTIE, eit! er toi 
due, or deſtroy the feeble Adverſary; hi be uff 
amazing Indulgence, offers Terms of Recon 
ciliation, and ſends his Son with the grado 
Meffage. For a Truth it is, and a Tut 
to be received with the big hott Gratitual 
that Chrift Te 48 £67170 into the Wor ld” to vj 
Hiuners. „„ 
Nov to fave Sinners * s as well to ll 
from Sin, as to fave from Puniſhment. 
my n ſhall be to ſhew, how C 
Folus does both. And, 

Firſt how he faves from Sin. 2 

Before the coming of that holy Perſon, 4 
World was over-run with Superſtition; 1 
quity was eſtabliſhed by Law ; NIOoraAlë i 
depraved; and Religion made to conti 1 
Forms that were uſeleſs, or ridicus 


impious. But hr % cleared it from = 


(a) Ila. ly. ry 


a AA -_ Sans 


EF 

Rubbiſh, fixed its Rules, and reduced it to 
what was reaſonable, and wiſe, and to the 
Glory of God: And promoted the Peace, the 
Welfare, and the Happineſs of Men. 

And ſuch is the Chriſtian Religion as taught 
55 its divine Founder, and as contained | in holy 
ecripture. But if you deſcend oze Step lower, 
the Inventions of Men appcar, of Men half 


learned, half heathen, ſuperſtitious, factious, 


| deſigning. And that primitive Purity we have 
ſo often heard of, and whici makes us regret 


theſe evil Days we are fallen into, that primi- 


tive Purity, upon a very diligent a and! impartial 


Enquiry after it, will be found never to have 


exiſted any where, but in the 2dea? World, 
Nor does it feem likely that it inoald. For 
as the Church of Chill or Believers in the 
Meſſiah, 
other 9 Nations, Sects, and Religions, 
it is highly re ſon: ble to think, theſe ſeveral 
Converts would carry along with them the 
Prejudices of Education, a fort of native Fond- 
neſs for thoſe Tencts and Practices they had 


been uſed to and brought up in, and would 


retain as 1 75 of them, as they could, by 
all manner of Diſtinctions, reconcile to, and 
make conſiſtent with, their new Religion. 
And this, in fact, was the Cale, Men be- 
lieved in Teſs Chrift, yet left not the Para- 
doxes of 2 Fa, or deſerted the Principles of 
the Academy. And thus was Heatheniſm ſu- 
Pe: induced upon the Religion of Jeſus, And 

In 


was A Socicty gathered out of all 


* 

in a few Centuries we hear of ſacred Images, 
that worſt Part of Heatheniſm, in the Chriſ- 
tian Church: And of Men branded as Here- 
ticks, bereaved of Fame and Fortune, con- 
ſigned to Satan, and deprived of Life, for not 
yielding a ready Submiſſion to that execrabl: 
Idolatry. 

If any Religion could have been kept pure 
and uncorrupt by Tradition, or an uninter- 
rupted Succeſſion of Men, without having Re- 
courſe to its firſt Principles or original Foun- 
der, it ſurely muſt be that of Moſes, calculated 
for one State, a little one, and that ſeparated 
from all others by its Laws and Ordinances ; 
the High-Prieſthood confined to one Family; 
the Prieſthood hereditary, their Support, Cre- 
dit, and Power, depending on the due Prac- 
tice, teaching, and enforcing of it. Yet all 


this Care proved ineffectual to preſerve its Pu- 


rity. The People ſerved the Lord. all the Days 
of Joſhua, and all the Days of the Elders that 
out-lived Foſhua, who bad ſeen all the great 
Works of the Lord that be did for Jjracl (H. 
But after their Deceaſe, there aroſe anoiher 
Generation after them, which knew not the Lord. 


And the Children of Iſrael aid Evil in the Sight 


of the Lord, and ſerved Baalim. A plain De- 


claration that the Jewiſh Church, even in the 


ſecond Century of its Eſtabliſhment, did not 


ſerve the Lord. Was not a proper Pattern 


for orgeling Ages. Was probably as far 


from 
(* ) Judges ii it, 


. 1 «a... 3... ma 
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from Truth and Righteouſneſs, as when God 
ſet every one againſt his Neighbour, and 


_ finally delivered the whole — to the 


ravage of the Romans. 

But it is ſaid, the Chriſtian Church is fa- 
voured with Promiſes of a ſuperior Evidence, 
a more peculiar Protection. It is indeed ſo 
ſaid, but perhaps was never proved. 

When the Queſtion was put to the Diſciples 
by their bleſſed Maſter, hom do ye ſay that 
Jam ſc)? Simon ſaid, thou art the Chriſt. eſis 
anſwered, thou art Peter, and upon this Rock 
20 T build my Church, and the Gates of Hell 
fhall not prevail againſt it. Our Saviour here 
reſembles the Society he was about to eſtabliſh 
to a Building; Simon to a Stone in it: The 
Foundation whereof was to be this eternal 
Truth, Tefus is the Chriſt. And the whole, 


ſtript of Metaphor, would run thus. The 
fundamental Principle of my Religion is, that 


I am the Chrift: And whatever Havock Death 
may make; whatever Shape of Horror Death 


may put on; ſtill ſhall Men ſurvive proteiling 


this Principle, Jeſus is the Cbriſt. 
This is that ſalutary Principle, to eſtabliſh 
which St. John wrote his Goſpel. Theſe are 
written, faith he (d), that ye might believe that 
Jeſus is the Chriſt, the Son of God, and that be- 
lieving ye might have Life through his Name. 
The ſame Apoſtle declares, that whoſoever 
believeth that Jeſus is the Chriſt, is born of 
| _ God 
a (4) John xx. Zr. 


D) 1 Cor. iii. 11. 


St. Paul faith, I have laid the Fenn. 


Now it is moſt certain that Pau 


God (e). 
dation 5 


never laid Peter for a Foundation, nor ever 
thought him ſuch. 


He mentions him flightly 
as one that ſeemed to be a PILLAR (g). 
Eut peremp torily affirm, that 6/her F O UN. 
DAT N cen no Man lay than that is laid, 
9100 is Jeſus Cbriſt, or Jeſus is the Chrift, 
which, 
Inczg o yeigo; (%). When therefore this A- 
2 12 fs. we are built upon the Foundation 
the Apoſiles nd Pro ophets, Eph. ii. 20. he 
120i mean, that we are built upon the Foun- 
3 which the Apoſtles and Prophets have 
laid: Not that the Apoſtles and Prophets them- 
ſelves were that Foundation. For clear and full 
is the Declaration, that ber Foundation can m0 
Man lay, than 2 75 taid, WHICH is Tipe 
Chri/? (H). 

And Indeed which ever Way we turn our 
Eyes, we may ſee 
ſtianity terminate upon this Principle. 
phecy points out the Crit: 
Jeſas to be him, Hence his Right to com- 
mand: And hence our Duty to obey. We 
hope, we fear, we bclieve in Jeſus. But why 
are we ſo affected by one of his Nation, and 
in his Circumſtances, a Man of Sorrows and 
| acquainted 
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Pro- 
Mines prove 


(e) 1 John v. 1. 7 x Cor. iii. 10. (@ Gal. li. 9. 
See John iv. 42. vi. . xi. 27 
xvi. 27, 30. xvii. 8. Acts vill, 37. ix. 1 | Jonn 
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[9 ] 
mauainted with Grief, chaſtiſed, bruiſed, 
Founded, flain? The Reaſon is apparently 
is. He has given ſufficient Evidence of a 
dine Commiſſion; of an Unction from the 
ioly One; in a Word, of his being the Ch riſſ. 
This is that Rock of Truth that will ſtand 
bt for ever. Upon his is the Church of 
(ui built: Not upon Peter confident and 
tal, a mere Heap of Sand or common Duſt, 
af away by the Breath of a poor depen- 
1 Maid. 
Al therefore that can be gathered from 
lis /t diſtorted Paſſage amounts to no more, 


Knowledge Jeſus to be the Chriſt. How 
neat or how ſmall; how pure or how cor- 
wt in Faith and Practice that Society was to 
le, is not mentioned, Of the Duration of it 
ye are ſecure: Of its Purity we have no Aſ- 
lirnce, For the Gates of Hades, or of Hell 
3 we tranſlate it, do not enific the Powers 
cb datan, but the Powers of Death (i). Death 


evil may corrupt it, as we ſee he has, with- 

lit any Violation of this Promiſe. 

bat does not the Apoſtle call the Church 
Pillar and Ground of Truth ? They ſay he 

ves, becauſe ſo they would have it. But 


3 proved. 


Thus & rung ache is rendered to the Gates of Death, 


eren ſaith the old Scholiaſt, pag. 178. 


—- 
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: ar” 


han that a Society "ſhall ever ſubſiſt, that will 


not deſtroy the Church of Chr:/?, but the 


is likewiſe is a Matter that has not yet been 


„ XXXVIL 10. aiSa&o avnow, Homil. ix. 311. To Saiara_ 
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proved. The Words appealed to arc But 
1 Tim. iii. 14, 15. Theſe Things write I un, chure 
thee, hoping to come unto thee fhortly : But if Wd it 
tarry long, that thou mayeſt know hoy (1, MChurc 
oughteſt to behave thy ſelf in the Houſe of C ber D 
which is the Church of the living God, te b e 
lar and Ground of the Truth. The cabin or he 
is, as it is thy Duty to underſtand and {uppoWMinper 
Religion, even as a Pillar with its Baſis i; Hing h 
Support and Strength of a Building; I he ad i 
ſent thee theſe Inſtructions, to qualify thee pon 
that profeſſion thou art engaged in, and bers? 
teach thee how to behave, ſo as to fave Hs bis 
felf, and thoſe committed to thy Care. Trench 
Pillar therefore and Ground of Truth, wa Bu 
not the Church but Timothy: Nor was St i 
Paul guilty of ſuch Impropriety, as, in th@MGrou! 
fame Breath, to call the fame Thing afiſiccur, 
Houſe, a Church, and a Pillar: But his D:Milge 
fign in writing to Timothy was, in figurativghWYid . 
Language, to make him an ornamented P ins 
lar in the Houſe of God: That is, in pl vas t 
Speech, an able Miniſter in a Chriſtian Con th 
gregation, And to call a principal FPerſon b 
Pillar, is a Way of Speaking not unutual 1 b: 


other Places of Scripture. Thus James, bre. 
pbas, and Fohn, ſeemed to be Pillars (V. An lau 
bim that overcometh will I make a Pillar ins. 
Temple of my God (1), The fame Appellation Mord a 
Jo applied, frequently occurs in other VV rite! xi 

| 4 zu! 

_ 


(+) Gal. ii. 9. % Rev. iii. 12. 


Lr! 


Put ſhould it ſtill be inſiſted on that the 


church was that Pillar; that Truth really 
i Wd its Refidence in, and Support from, the 
A cnurch; and that (he was truly infallible in 
(Co ber Determinations. Where then could 77 


thy find fo able an Inſtructor as the Church? 
or how can the good Apoſtle be acquitted of 
Impertinence, in, as it were, thus intercept- 
ng her kind Intentions to his Son Timothy, 
md in preſuming to force his own Advice 
upon him, rather than counſel him to follow 
hers? How not be guilty of Undutifulneſs 
Ito his holy Mother the Church, in thus in- 


9% 
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T tenching upon her prerogative ? 

\ Wa But not to conteſt this Matter any farther, 
s SM ct it be the Church that is this Pillar and 
th ound of Truth. The Queſtion will then 
o acccur, what Church is it to which theſe Pri- 
s Del nleges belong? The Anſwer is eaſy, it doubt- 
rot kes muſt be that of Epheſus, the only Church 
ny had any Concerns with. But feeble 
pa vas hat Pillar, and built upon the Sand. For 
Conn the fr Century, we find this Church of 
1on WW *j{/us upbraided by our Lord, for having 
ual , ber firſt Love, with this Admonition and 
„ C Threatning annexed; Remember from whence 
ang l art fallen, and repent, and do the firſt 
„e, or elſe I vill come unto the quickly, 
lation wi remove tby Candleſtick cut of bis Place, 


except thou repent, Rev. ii. 5. 


E Fn Ground of Truth, Was in 2 ruinous Con- 
12. 1 dition 


But as this Church of Fpbeſus, his Pillar 
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fidence, aſſerts it to be her Inheritance by 2 


Quarter it proceeds, For it is not «/d 
Tegarded. 
Right to Truth, and her actual FPoſi-ſiion of 


Jeſus {aid he had prayed that his Faith ihoull 


Tatin Authors. Nor was its Truth called 11 


en) Luke xxii. 32. (+) John xxi. (9) A G erm 
Wench called JOAN Engliſh. A Whore. Not gui:ty 0 
_ ſpiritual Whoredom oniy, that is Idolatry, as the whole 524 
roll of Popes have been for many Ages: But a real W ore 


Johan VIII. 


E 
dition in the Apoſtles Days, where ſince ; 
Truth fixed her Reſidence, where is :,;.M 


"Treaſure to be found? 


The Church of Rome, with her uſual Cond 


indefeaſible Right. Now as ſhe bears Wit. 
neſs of herſelf, we know her Witneſs is nf 
true, nor, upon her own Aſſertion, ſu u 
any Regard: be paid to that Mother of 411d 


nations. But as ſhe pretends to Reilony 
Reaſon merits Attention from whatcyer 


ſpeaks, but what is ſpoken, that ought to by 
The Church of Nome then proves beg 
it; becauſe Peter was at Rome —. Lecauſd 


not fail (m). And becauſe he has given lin 
Orders to feed his Sheep (7). | 

And true it is, that Peter is ſaid to navd 
been at Rome. And true it likewiſe is, that 4 
SHE POPE (o) is ſaid to have been there vj 
no leſs than Seventy one canonized Greek and 


* 1 
Queſtiog 


and according to the Letter, who in an holy Proceſſion 2s © 
livered of a Child in the Streets, which coſt her /xvd £01174 
"1 


Holineſi her Life. A Story ſo circumſtanced, if not tic, 4 
good Grounds for hi/orical Scepticiſin. Sed videas Platin. Vu 


* 
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Queſtion for five hundred Years (p). Poſſibly 


theſe two Facts may be equaily credible, and 
equally true. But moſt certain it 1s, that 


Peter's Faith did not fail. He denied his 


Maſter thrice, perhaps curſed him, and ſwore 
he knew him not, but this he did againſt Con- 
ſcience, his Faith did not fail, dut, though 
his Mouth was thus full of curſing and lyes, 
he all the while in his Heart believed, that 
Jeſus was the Chriſt. Upon his ſincere Re- 
pentance therefore his Maſter took him into 
his Service again, and, as he had thrice de- 
nied him, or dained him thrice, or gave him 
a triple C ommilion to feed his Sheep. 

Let us then ſet the whole together, take it 
in one view, and make the moſt of it. Re- 


duced into Form it will ſtand thus. Peter 


was at Rome; yea let him be Biſhop there, 
Peter believed one Thing and practiſed an— 
other; repented of his Fault; was pardoned, 
and again commiſſioned to preach the Goſpel. 
Therefore — what? Therefore the Church 
of Rome is infallible, But where is the Con- 


nection? Is this to reaſon with or to inſult 
Mankind? Inſolence indeed it is, but ſuited 
to a Faction, whoſe Leaders cannot invent a 


Lye, which its Followers will not believe. 
This Roman Right to Truth then being only 
imaginary, and without Foundation. It may 


not be amiſs, to take a View of another Way 
to attain it, Pointed out to us in very carly 
Times, 


(+) Sec Blondel de i Pap. and Miſſon's Voyages, 


E 
Times, even before Rome itlelf had laid in 
her Claim to the Monopoly. The Director is 
Ignatius, Saint and Martyr, of the fir/t Century, 
Biſhop or Patriarch of Antioch, St. Peter's 
Succeſſor, and, as ſome fay, ordained by him. 
«© Let all, faith he, follow the Biſhop as Je/zs 
Chriſt does the Father; and the Prieſthood 


ov 


La 


3 


A 


* as the Command of God {g).” And again, 
« What the Biſhop approves is pleaſing to 
* God (r).“ And ia another Epiſtle. ** My 
© Soul for theirs that are ſubject to Biſhop, 
e Prieſts, and Deacons: And may my Portion 
t in God be with thoſe that are ſo (.“ 

Inſtructions to the fame Effect are given us 
in the ſecond Century, by Polycarp, Saint and 
Martyr, a Diſciple of the Apoſtles, and made 
Biſhop of Smyrna by thoſe that had ſeen the 
Lord (,). His Words are, „ BE SUBJECT 


« TO PRIESTS, AND DEACONS, AS 


« TO GOD AND CHRIST Ca. 


Cyprian, Saint and Martyr, and Biſhop of 


Caribage, at the Beginning of the third Cen- 
tury, in a Letter to Pupianus, a Biſhop and 
Martyr, who had ſo bad an Opinion of Saint 
Cyprian's moral Character, as to think him 
unworthy of a Biſhoprick, and to excommu- 
nicate him, declares, that to judge of a Biſhop 
is to be an Infidel to God, and a Rebel to 
Chriſt and his Goſpel ; telling him moreover, 


that 


(9) Epiſt. ad Smyrna. (r ) Id. Ibid. (s) Epiſt. ad 
Polycarp. (2) Euſeb. L. 3. C. 32. (32) Epitt. ad Philip, 


I 


as the Apoſtles; and reverence the Deacons 
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[ 75 ] 
that he ought to know, «© THAT THE 
„ BISHOP IS IN THE CHURCH, AND 
«THE CHURCH IN THE BISHOP (av). 1 
So that this Doctrine of abſolute Hud Obe- Mi 
dience to our ſpiritual Guides, appears to be ax 
an ancient Doctrine: But not ancient enough. 1 
It has Antiquity to plead: But not primitive 1 
Antiquity. It may be deduced from Apoſ- 
tolic Men, and Apoſtolic Sees: But not from 
the Apoſtles, not from Jeſus Chr/?. 
For the Advice of Jeſus Chri/?, as well to 
the Multitude as to his Diſciples, is call ud 
Man your FATHER upon the Eartb: For one 
is your Father wwhich is in Heaven, Neither be 1 
ye called Maſters [or GUIDES]: Fer one is | 
your Mafier [or GUIDE Ka9yyyry;] even CH it. 
And all ye are Brethren (x ). He likewile gives 
us a particular Caution to beware of falſe Pro- 
pets, which come in Sheeps Cloathing, but ine 
wardly are ravenous Molves (y). And is ſo far 
from this Doctrine of an unlimited Submſion to 
Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons ; that he gives 
us a Rule, whereby to judge of our Teachers 
of every Denomination. By their Fruits ye 
ſhall know them (2). | 
And then the Apoſtle, in his inimitable 
Charge to the Biſhops, or Prieſts. or Elders, 
that met him at Miletus, ſays, Of your own 
ſelves ſball Men . 5 81 yy Things, 


» | io 1 
| | | 1 ma h 
(w) Unde ſcire * Epiſcopum in Eecleſia eſſe, et Ec- 15 


cleßam in Epiſcopo. Epiſt. 65. Ed. Oxon, 
Po 1 (x) Matt. xxiii. , Matt, vii, 15. (&) Matt, vil. 16. 


[ 16 |] 
to draw away Diſciples aflen them (a). Ile 


warns the Corinthians no to glory in Men (6 ), 
And puts them in mind of falſe Apo/tles, de- 


ceitful Workers, transforming themſelves 


the Apoſtles of Chriſt. 


7111 '0 
And no 8 for 


Satan bimſelf is transformed into an Att gel of 


Light. Therefore it is no great Thing, if his 
Minifters alſo be transformed, as the Muniters 
of Righteouſneſs (c). 

Theſe laſt Words merit more than a tran- 
ſient Thought. Let them not therefore bs 
paſſed over without Reflection. Falſe A- 
poſtles appear as the Apoſtles of Chriſt ! — The 
Devil as an Angel of Light! — His Miniſters 
as the Miniſters of Righteouſneſs ! All 
which are Obſervations not leſs tru than 
uſeful, Nor has there been hard! ly any Thing 
more deſtructive to Religion in all Ages, 
than the want of Attending to theſe useful 
Truths. For the © having Mens Perſons 
ce in Admiration,” FAY the, thinking of them 
more highly than they. ought to be thought 
of, gave birth to ' heathen Gods, and the 


 Worthip of Dæmons: Has turned the HEADS 


OF FACTION INTO SAINTS, and autho- 
riſed, and given a Sanction to, much Non- 


ſenſe, Superſtition, and 1 77 . 


Would 


(a) Adds xx, 2 Go (4) 1 Cor. xi. 21. (c) 2 Cor. ii. 


13. 1.4, 1 


4j For the four firll Centuries, the FATHERS were looke1 
Nar 


upon as common Men: And their Authority nothing. 
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oald we not be led into Error, we ſhould 
ſider Men as Men; as of weak Heads and 
Md Hearts: Imperfect in Judgment, and that 
uuenced by every Paſſion; as not better in 
(wuncil, than ſeperate; as diſtinguiſhed by 
(lurches, than alone. For however varied, 
jill is it all but Man repeated; Man depraved 
RR: 1 . 

be, to“ hold the Head, even Chriſt. And 
þ have our Eye fixed upon the Rule he hath 


Rule, For a voluntary Humility, may be- 


me blameable, and be carried to a Degree 


ond Reaſon and Religion. That thoſe that 
ur in the Word and Doctrine are worthy 
double Honour, or double Pay drm Tins, 


it enter into any Bodies Head to refute Hereſy, or to con- 
many Point of Doctrine by.Sentences extracted from their 


tury, does that evil Cuſlom owe its Origine. Vide Sozo- 
In, Hiſt, Eccl. L. vii. C. 12. Et Pearſon. Vindic. Ignat. 
art J. Page 96. 197. 207. 203. In the fifth Century, an 
e wherein the My/tery of Iniquity had made a large Progreſs, 


the Weftern Charch, that highly venerated FATHER 


ut that we might juſtly diſſent from their Opinions where 
Ucir Opinions were at Variance with Truth“ Non fic 
zantur tanquam ita ex eis teſtimonium proferatur, ut con- 
entire non liceat; ſicubi aliter ſapuerint quam veritas poſ- 
«. Auguſt, Epiſt. 48. Ad vincentium. | 


Gi 


Would we then not be impoſed upon . 


Our Buſineſs is, and our Reſolution ſhould 


tren us, that only primitive, true, original 


* 


Nungs, before the Time of Theode/ius the Great, to whole 
p!1provation and penal Laws at the Concluſion of the fourth 


kat fatal Practice became common. Yet then did that Oracle 


brine declare, © That their Teſtimony was not deciſive ; 
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is an Apoſtolic Truth (e) not to be conteſted? pin 
But to exerciſe no Judgment of our own in perſc 
regard to thoſe /abours, to ſubmit to the /; Ml Þerte 
bourers as to God and Chrift, is an indefen(;. hitec 
ble Exceſs: Is a going beyond all Bounds of i irce 


Moderation. And the great Antiquity of the 
Precept ſhews the great Antiquity of Error, 
and the Propriety and Truth of our Saviour; 
Parable concerning the Tares and Wheat) 
When the Blade Was ſprung up, ' then appeared 
| the Tares alſo (f). So that Solomon's Advice 
is never out of Seaſon. Say not thou what is 
the Cauſe that the former Days were better tha 
tbeſe, for thou dojt not enquire wiſely conceriiny 
this g). 
For it is but a fond Conceit, to imagine 
that Perſecution itſelf can ſubdue Men's Wills# 
Or make their Actions perfect. They will no 
deny Chr:/t:; But they will indulge the darlin 
Paſſion. Cyprian laments the Crimes, tig 
capital Crimes of Confeſſors (b): And thold 
Sufferers for Religion would take Bribes iron 
the lapſed, to reſtore them to the Church 
Peace (i). Whilſt the Rod of Power vi 
over them they would plague one another 40 | 
And the perſecuted would periecute { [). 
And, to ſhew that Man in his beſt E!latd 
is altogether Vanity, the celebrated Augujun 


who was a Heretick of the worſt Sort to tit 
| | Prin 
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ted? 


Prime of Life, in the Decline of it became 2 
1 in MW bperſecutor of Hereticks, and the Patron of 
> (WM Perſecution. Whoſe feeble Arguments, equally 
ent- WM fuited to every Faction in Power, have ever 
Is once, been the principal Weapons made uſe 
the of in defence of that Antichriſtian Practice. 


Auguſtine indeed had been unmoleſted in 
his Hereſy. Had therefore not learned Com- 


Iror, 
our's 
heaty 
eared) 
lvice 
at 18 
tha 
ng 


ntentioned Men, who happily, through God's 
Grace, delivered us from Popijh Tyranny, 
Superſtition, and Idolatry, though they had 
themſelves endured Hardſhip, and ſcen every 
Kind of Cruelty exerciſed upon the ſincere 
nd good, who were determined, at all 
Events, „to obey God rather than Man,” 


judices againſt LIBERTY OF CON- 
SCIENCE. 
When they had the moſt fierce, moſt 


| bloody, moſt artfully contrived Kingdom of 
from this World that ever was raiſed in it, to 
arch firuggle with for Religion, for Liberty, for 
wi Lie; even then was their Eye evil againſt 
1 (01 teir Brethren, and they would burn others, 

ho were themſelves afterwards burned, 
Ea In mitigation of their Fault, let it be con- 
ile "deed, that they had been long drenched in 
to tl the Bitterneſs of a Popiſh Zeal. That ſuch 


had been, by the 3 of the evil One, 
tie Practice of holy Church for Ages, counte- 
Nance e ronizedd, and eſtabliſhed, by Fa- 

8 2 1 


paſſion, by what he ſuffered. But thoſe well 


jet were they unable to conquer their Pre- 


for Hereticks was looked upon as the rege 
of unmortified Nature. And that, in this] 


or make, or write 1 Lan contrary to 
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thers, Popes, and Councils. That Compal! id 


Kingdom, our Biſhops, and [Sheets and] 
other Magiſtrates were ſworn, -were obliped| 
to call God as a Record upon their Souls | 
that they would perſecute, and deſtroy them, 
with all their might (h. | 

THE ACT OF PARLIAMENT FOR 
BURNING HERETICKS, that is, all tit 
are not Papi/ts, ought never to be forgot by 
Engliſimen. As it merits your Attention, l 
ſhall take the Liberty to preſent you with a 
Part of it; the Words are theſe. * That 10 
Perſon ſhall. preſume to preach, = 
e teach, or inſtruct openly or privatcly, 


* the Catholic Faith, Determination ci 
« the holy Church; or at any Sec make Cn. 
5 8 or hold and exerciſe Scbco/s. Anil 


40 


if any Perſon of whatever Kind or Eitatc, 
© do any thing againſt this Statute, or is cui. 
5 dently fuſpeted thereof, his Dioceſan maj 


* cauſe. him to be arreſted, and under ate 


% Cuſtody. in bis Priſons to be detained, 8 


© he purges himſelf and abjures. And if any] 
«« Perſon, or Perſons refuſe to abjure, or after 
legal Conviction and Abjuration, do relaple} 
then the Sheriff of the County, or the 


90 e or Bailiffs of the Place to my 
| CC the! 


= 1) Burnet's Fiſt. of the Refs abridg. Page 334: and 
P. 26. Second Edit. | 
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« the Party belongs, ſhall be preſent in pre- 


« ferring Sentence, when required by their 


©: Dioceſan, or his Commullaries, and after 


« Promulgation of the Sentence, fecit, and 


do ſor cauſe] them to be burnt, before the f 


Wy e in an high Place (y).“ 
And as Hereticks were thus uſed, it was 
not fit the Bible, that made them Hereticks, 


ſhould. eſcape unccnſured, nor indeed did it. | 


For by 
AN ACT or PAR LIAMENT 


AGAINST READING THE BIBLE, 
paſſed in the Reign of Henry V. 1414. It is 
_ enacted, That Whoever read the Scriptures 
« in Engliſh, ſhould forfeit Lands, Chattles, 


* Goods, and Life. Should be condemned as 
& Hereticks to God, Enemies to the Crown, 


and Traztors to the Kingdom. Should not 


© have the Benefit of any Sanctuary. And, 
« if they continued obſtinate, or relapſed after 
* Pardon, ſhould firſt be hanged for Treaſon 
* againſt the King, and then burned for 
* Hereſy againſt God ( . 
Now had the Bible been the wickedeſt 
Book that ever was wrote, the moſt lewd, 
the moſt ſeditious, the moſt blaſphemous, 


how could the reading it have been pro- 


hibited by Penaltics more ſcvere? Seize the 
miſerable 


67) Ruſtal s Statutes Henry IV. 1401. Rapin's Hiſt. Vot. 
I. Page 491. Notes. Ed. Fol. 


(0) Bale, Fol. P. 7. T. Elmham, P. 33. Livius foro, 
P. 7, in Rapin's Hiſt. Vol. I. P. 509. Ed. Fol. 
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1 
miſerable Wretch and all he has! = Rlacken. 
— Hang. — Burn him. — But why ? — What 


Evil hath he done? — He reads a Book con- 


feſſedly Divine; — The Hiſtory of the noble 
Acts of the Lord; — A Tranſeript of his Will, 


and of our Duty, —And for this, O ye gentle- 


natured Herd of Rome does your Intereſt and 
Charity require, that he ſhould ſuffer all that 
Man can make him ſuffer, 

I could with my Countrymen in general, 
would ſometimes reflect upon theſe Thing: 
with that Seriouſneſs they deſerve ; and there- 
by learn to be thankful, for theſe Days of 
Light and Liberty we have the Happineſs to 


live in; wherein every one may * ſerve God 


. Wed Fear,” and in a Way he believes, 


he will accept; and is delivered from the, 
Enemies, that would compel him to offer Sa- |} 
crifices to the King eternal, and the Judge of 


all, which he is perfuaded he deteſts, and arc 


an utter Abomination to him; wherein he 
may, in Safety, enquire what the Will of 


God is, in the Book of God; that is, may 
receive Directions what he ſhould do to be 


ſaved, „by the Mouth of his holy Prophet: 


Ken which have been fince the World began; 


by that of his Son Jeſus; and the Apoſtles of 


his Son; all which he knows are able and 
faithful Counſellors, and have no Views but 


for his Good. 
But as Things derive their Importance from 


2 


the Concern ourſelves have in them, we, ©: 


theſe 


cots — Wy." 


W/ BY 


theſe Times, are not ſenſible of the Blefling F. 
wing God without Fear. But ſhould he ever, 


in his fore Diſpleaſure, permit us to be de- 


prived of it, we ſhould then, with deep com- 


punction of Soul, confeſs, that ſad is the Di- 
lemma; truly deplorable the Caſe, when, if 
I adore, Horrors of Conſcience muſt be my 


Portion: If I do not adore, I muſt fall a Vic- 


tim to the Vengeance of relentleſs Men. 


The Reſult of what has been ſaid is this. 


The Doctrine of Chriſt is divine: But the 


Church of Chriſt is human, A Mixture of 


Tares and Wheat. A Society om Men, as prone 


to Vice, and as liable to. Error as the arbor Sons 


of Adam. Not the whole Church therefore, 


nor any Part of it, in any Ape, is to be of 
any Regard, in Points of. Religion truly fo 
called, unleſs it can be made appear, that 
thoſe Points were taught by Jeſus Chriſt. 
That Commiſſion granted the Apoſtics 


themſelves, was to teach as they had. been 
taught, was given with this expreſs Limita- 


tion, Teach all Nations, —to cbſerve all Things, 


e ee Il HAVE COMMANDED 


YOU ., In Things they have 20 Com- 
mands about, no greater ought to be their 


Authority, than that of any other ſenſible, 


well diſpoſed Men. 
Where then is this Doctrine of Chriſt to be 


| found ? 


; Where 


(p) Matt. xxviii, 19, 20. 


by an imaginary Law of Nature. 
Analogy of Faith i; or by 
Maxims, or Principles (9%) of a Party. But 
as all other Laws, Writings, and Diſcourſes 
are, and nee to be, interpreted, and under- 
to the common 
Senſe, and uſua Acceptation of the Words; 
and the Tenor and Series of the Diſcourſe. 


ſtood; 


(4) Ap a e of this Way of interpreting Scripture, 
Auguſtine lays it down as a Prin- 
ciple, that The Operations of Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, are 
' This is his becauſe the Catholick Faith, De Trin. 
L. I. C. IV. Armed with this Principle, he attempts this 
. Of that Day knoweth no Man, no 
ot the Angels, NEITHER THE SON, 575 the Father. 
Son, ſaith; Auſtin, knew it not, /@ as to-tell his Diſciples. Id. 
ibid. C. XI. which implies, that he did know it, gives our 
Saviour the Lye, and is not to exhibit the Senſe of Scripture, 
but to wriggle, and writhe, and twiſt, and bend it to a Sent 
of his own, a Senſe which the Words are utterly averſe to. 
For with all this ſeeming Sub- 
miſſion to Catholic Faith, the good FATHER is altima rely, 
as really determined by private Judgment, as I am. 
private Judgment directs him to the Senſe of his Principle, and 
to an Analogy with that Principle, does he wire-draw this 
So that the only Difference between us, is, 
that I wzewit at Hand, and in its true, and genuine Light: He 
peepi at it, at a Diſſance, through the falſe Medium of e 4 
Both judge for ourſelves. 
common Senſe of the Words, and Tenor of the Diſcourſe : 2 
they can be 3 to a Conſflenc with that . deviſed Prin- 


take the following Inſtance. 
©. inſeperable. 
_ Paſſage in Mark xiii. 3 


I ay to a Senſe of his own, 


plain Scripture. - 
Spedtacles. 


ciple of a a 


Fu] 
Where indeed? but in thoſe Books, where. 


in the Hiſtory of his Life and Actions is con- 
tained, 


How are thoſe Books to be interpreted ? 
Not by fapciful Types, and Allegories. Not 


Not by 
the Tenets, 


according 
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But who is to interpret and be the Judzc 
of chem? 

Every Body, as it is every Bodies Concern, 
And {0 plain! in them, are all Things neceflary 
o Salvation, ; all Things relative to our Duty 
to God, our Neighbour, and ourſelves; and 
o often inculcated are they, and in ſachs 2 
Varicty of Expreſſion, that nothing more 18 
:quilite to the underſtanding of them, than 
due Attention. — And common Senſe. — And 
a upright Mind.— 

lu matter of little Moment, ſuch as Ge- 
IcIOFIES, Chronology, Accompliſhment, or 
laing: of many of the Prophecies, or even 
Id St. Paul's Debates with Jews and Gentiles: 
1 theſe, and ſuch as theſe, Men's Sentiments 


ſenſe, without Infringment upon Property; 
Wit rhout Injury to another; hurt to himſelf ; 


{ble Judge of Controverſies ſhall vouch 
, at the laſt Day, to determine the Mat- 


Pueftronable Duty ; would we but live ap to 


hen the number of our Days is fulfilled, 


ection. 


may differ, and each may abound in his own 
i Diſhonour to God. And if the only in- 


tus in Debate, then will it be ſoon enough. 
Would we but, in the mean Time, mind our 
lic Rules that are there plamly delivered; 
de may depart hence in Peace, and with. 


ell grounded Hopes of a joyful. Reſur- 


D s The 


E 
The Bille then, the Bible, f is the Ne g thoug 
of Proteſtants; is the Code of the 458 0 detern 
Heaven; and contains the whole Docirine « might 
Chriſt. Is able 10 make us wiſe unto Safvatim bu: 3 
Is given by Inſpiration of God, and is proſtal Aan. 
Jer Doctrine, for Reproof, for Correction, fa | 
Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs : That the Man F 
God may be perfelt, thi 'oughly furniſhed 1414 


all good Works, 2 Tim. iii. 1.5, 40, 7.1 Th 
| In this Reſpect therefore, in a certain Ded will « 
gree, may Jeſus Chriſt be aid to ſave Sinners] gu 
* that he has pointed out to them the Wi de R 
| 0 5 8 ; has given Directions how they oug ; 
| to behave in every Relation; has taught wha (4) 9 
they muſt do to be ſaved. ad v 
But to ſhew the Way would have had litls le [ 
| Influence, unleſs he could have ſhewn it wag i ( 
a Way that God approved. And this liked bu 
| wile Was made apparent by the Miracles mile 
| Signs, a and Wonders. which God wrought b nher 
him. a b⸗ 
1 though the Way we wk was right ace 
| and a Way approved by God, yet if no "road le G 
| or Loſs occured to thoſe that did or did no Ye, 
| walk in the Paths, little ſtil!l would it havd Cad r 
| | es regarded. For ſlow to act are we, whe Deal“ 
| not impelled by Pain or Pleaſure. The 1 be Dol, 
| fil Man ſaith there 1s Lion in the Way, 4 Lin ere 
| zs in the Streets (r). An invincible Reaſon fol luſter 
ſitting ful, when ſuch was his Inclinatio" | 
thong 
= (')] 


Fr) Prov. xxvi. 13. 


1 hough not the Lion, but his Love of Eaſe 
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{termined him. So in the preſent Caſe, we 
night confeſs the Way plain enough, and 
hat we had Directions from above to walk 
it, Vet ſtill ſhould we enquire what Ad- 

rantage 'thence to me? Will it not be vain to 
eve God? Or what the Penalty 1f I take my 
own Courſe, and pleaſe myſelf? _ 

The Anſwer is, that from Diſobedience 
will enſue the 1005 of the Soul, Tribulation, 
Anguiſh, never ceaſing Pain. If we follow 
lie Rule preſcribed, endleſs Happineſs awaits 

us; what exceeds Imagination in /e Price 


(s) of our high calling of God in Chriſt Feſus; 


ond awe ſhall receive the Crown of Life, which 


tle Lord hath promiſed. wnto them that love 
. 

But what Security have we that this Pro- 
miſe will be made good to us? Is it not 
ther an Amuſement? Hath any one return- 
ed back through the Gates of Death, after 
once he had paſſed them ; or aſcended from 
the Grave where all Things are forgotten ? 


Yes. The Author of our Religion did fo. 
God raiſed him up, having looſed the Pains of 
Death, becauſe it was ol Poſſible that he ſhould = 


le bulden of it (u). The Witneſſes to this Fac? 


were Men that perfectly knew him before he 
uffered, that ſaw him after his Paſſion, not 


D 2 PETERS 


(s) Phil. iii. 14. James i. 12. (#) Acts ii. 14. 
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in the Dark, but by Day-Lizht Cu), not « 


Diſtapce, but in the fame Boum ();: el 
with him (); drank (g; and converted with 
him (a). The Natuse of the Foe, req id 


no other Qualities in the Vitneſſis, but © 4 
to ſee, and Hancſiy to declare what they {11 


5 


The Men appear 10 be not defective WE 9 


derſianding, not Enthuſiaſts, in Life 
proachavle : Continued ſtedfaſt and union 


mn their Teſtimony, God. alſo bearing then 
Witneſi, both by Signs and Wonders, and die 
Miracles, and 67 'fts of the holy G50 (6). Hel 
therefore came um God, ſpake the Trude 
of God, and may infallibly be depended on. 


Is not only an Inſtance of the Reſurrection, 
but thereby eſtabliſhes that comfortable Truth 


that we alſo ſhall be raiſed. And, if our Lives 
correſpond with his Doctrine, ſhall partake} 
of ſuch Joys, as Eye hath not ſcen, nor Ear 
Heard, nor have entered into the Hears ot] 


Man to conceive (c). 


But though the V. ay is pl lainly marked out, | 


and our Reward for walking in it affured 7 be⸗ 
yond Diſpute, is it not impoſſible? Could 


but hear of any. one that had. gone before us in nf 
it, more effectual might be his Example, than 


either his Precepts. or Advice. 


And in this e likewiſe does Jeb g 
Chriſt. ſave Sinners. We have hum for an 


a Exam 19105 | 

(49) John xxi. Luke xxiv. 29. | (x) John xx. 19. 28. 
{y) John XXI. L Ake - XXIV, #3: (&) Ads x. 4¹ 
{a} Acts i. Jo (9) Hel D. 11. 4. (c} 1 Cor. u 


TL] 

Example, Who did no Sin, neither was 
« Guile found in his Mouth ;” Ea laid no 
Burdens upon others Shoulder witch be 
himſelf refuſed to bear; whoſe Naser are not 
more ſtrict, than his Life was holy; and 
whole Precepts fun parallel with his Con- 
verſation. 2 

And amongſt the other mighty Bleſings 
that accrued to the World by his coming, 


this of exhibiting a perfect Pattern of Lite, 


is peculiar to him. In the Old "Teſtament 
we meet with no finiſhed Character. And 


amongſt the Heathen, moſt abandoned were 


their Gods. Their Prieſts worthy of {ſuch 


Gods, Their Philoſophers, in Life how 


vitious? In their Writings how obſcure ? 
What Diſcord, what Contradidtion 7 A. 
Conteſt for Glory, not an Enquicy after 
Truth (c). 


But ſur poſing they had been wholly right, 


clear, fall and unanimous in their Directions. 


What Proofs could they give that it would be 
pleaſing to God to follow them ? What Mo- 


tives that could reach the Conſclence? What 


Evidence of Reward or Puniſhment after 


Death? What Aſſurance of a Reſurrection 
and a judgment to come? No. It is © by 
the Goſpel only that Life and Immortality 
is brought to Light ;” that the Means to 
Tr them happy are explained ; and Mo- 

tives 


ee Diogenes Laertius. 
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tives to Excite our Endeavours are illuſtrated 
and enforced. 

But is not this Example of a Nature too 
high for Man to reach? Is it not Preſumption 
to think of reſembling him who had < the 
« Spirit without Meaſure? ” 

Our gracious Maiter injoins no impoſſible 
Taik, but proportions Duty to Ability. Inſo- 
much that though we are weak in ourſelves, 
and have mighty Adverfarics to contend with, 


yet ſtill can we not be vanquiſhed, but by our | 
own Fault: Becauſe we can do all Things | 
through Chriſt that firengthens us (e). And be- 


cauſe greater is be that is in us, than he that 


5 in the World (H. If we: alk, ſeek, and 


knock, that is, if we earneſtly, and with Af- | 


tection, deſire it, the holy Ghoſt, the Spirit 
of God and of Chriſt, is ready, and pleaſed, 
to aid and aſſiſt us in repelling every 'Temp- 
tation, and diſcharging every Duty. 

Theſe then are ſome of thoſe great Things 
. Chriſt Jeſus has done to ſave Sinners. He has 
pointed out tne Way to true Religion. — Has 
demonſtrated that it is a Way approved by 
God. —Has Ppropoled the nobleſt Rewards tor 
treading in its Paths, And denounced the 
heavieit Puniſhment upon all that take an- 


other Courſe. — Has given abundant Proof 


that his Promiſes and Threatnings will be 


faithfully performed and exccuted.—— Has 
| walked 


Cong] Phil, iv. 13. | (7) 1 John iv. 4. 
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Lat ] 
walked in that Way himſelf, giving us an 
Example that we hould tollow his Steps,— 


And laſtly, to obviate any Difficulties that 
may occur, has declared that, upon our hum- 


ble Petition, the Holy Ghoſt will be ready, 


and pleaſed, to go along with us, and to ſup- 
port us, in our Paſſage. 

And having thus explained, how Chriſt 
Jeſus faves fon Sin: The next Thing I 


have to do, 1s to ſhew how he laves from 


Puniſhment. 
Since God created us we were originally 


his, and of common Right, was due to him, 


on our Parts, Love, Gratitude, Reverence, and 
Service. Inſtead of which, ſedwerd by Views 
of greater Knowledge and Power, we revolt- 


ed to the Father of Lyes, and thereby forfeited 


that Freedom we enjoyed in our Father's 
Houſe; became Slaves to our Luſts; and Ser- 
vants to him whom we obeyed, that is the 
Devil. Thenceforth Sin became our Profei- 


ſion; Sin was our Buſineſs, and its Wages 


Death. Proper Buſineſs, and ſuitable Wages, 


in the Service of ſuch a Maſter. And fi oh; 18 


the natural State of Man when fallen from 
God. Nor is there, 77 Man, a Poſuübility of 
recovering himſelf from ſuch a State, He may 
cry out in the Bitterneſs of his Soul, 7 have 
ſinned, what fhall I ds unto thee, O thou Pre- 
ferver of Men? IWhy haſt thou Fe me as a Mark 
agarnſt thee, fo that Tam a a Burden to yſelf (e)? 


But 


75 Job vil, 20. 


I 
But what can remove that Diſtreſs, or reftom 
him to a State of Innocence, or appeaſe an of- 


fended God? Can Sacrifices and Offe erings do 


the mighty Feat? What, in Truth, have any 


of them, in their own Nature, to Nennen 
them? Can he offer to God any thing that can 
turn to his Profit, any thing that was not his 
before? Or is he that ſwore falfly, not per- 
jured? He that ſtole, not a Thief? He thi: 
defrauded another, not a Cheat, becauſe a Ram 
is flaughtered /)? The finful Act remains. 
nor has the Ram, naturally, any Influence, 
any Sort of Connection with it: And if the 
Guilt be removed, if the Puniſhment ber 
mitted, are we to impute ſuch a Bleſſing to the 
dead Ram, or to boaſt in our Works, as ah we 
had paid an Equivalent, and the Debt was d 
charged? It is doubtleſs the Mercy of G 
that puts a Value upon it : It is his Grace thi: 
ligns the Pardon. And thus it is, that þy Grace 
we are 
our ſelves: It is the Gift 75 GS. Net ef Werjs, 
leſt any Man foul 2 (g). Not but that all 


fuch Works as he injoins ought to be per- 


formed, as the neceſſary Means whereby he 
conveys that falutary Grace, And to ex wh 
Grace, or Faith, or CH himſelf, at the E 
pence of good Worl: 8, or moral Duties, 1s t 
put aſunder that Which God hath joined ; 

5 to 0 deſtroy the very End and Intent of our Sa- 
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dee Lev, vi. (s) Eph. ll. 8, 9. 
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viour's. coming into the World; is to weaken 


the Powers of natural Conſcience, that Arbiter 


of God in the Breaſt of Men, and to make Re- 
ligion hurtful, 
And as Sacrifices ate * 1 deſective, ſo nei- 
ther can Repentance, in ſelf, make periect, 
a5 pertaining to the Con ſcience. Little more in- 
deed does it amount yrs than uneaſy Reflec- 
tions upon our own Imprudence ; 55 a ſad 
confeſſion that one Vas been a Feel. It will not 
gire back the Fortune that has been idly ſquan- 
dered; not reſtore Health, Wafer Inno- 
cence. Not revoke an haſty Word, or an un- 
guarded Expreſſion; much leſs i 5 beg to 
Life again a Perſon murdered. David's Re- 
nentance was ſincere, His Sorrow from the 
Heart. And he did ſo no more. And his 
Confeſſion, and ſtrong crying for Pardon, 18 
ſtill upon Record (% 1 And is, perhaps, the 
fineſt of his Compoſitions. He thereby does 
Penance daily, public Penance, and before 
Millions. This was all he could do. But did 
riab live thereby, or David ccaſe to be a 
Murderer ? A Murdercr mult he ever remain, 
though he was to grieve for ever, and for ever 
ſuffer the Vengeance of eternal fire. Nor is it 
any thing but infinite Power, and infinite d Mer 
cy, that can wipe away the Stain, remit the 
Puniſhment, and adminiſter Eaſe to the guilty 
Mind. From God does Repentance derive its 
Vi irtue, and i is therefore valuable becauſe he is 
* | _ pleaſed 
(4) Pfalm, Ii. 
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But what can remove that Diſtreſs, or reform 
him to a State of Innocence, or appeaſe an of. 
fended God? Can Sacrifices and Offerings do 
the mighty Feat? What, in Truth, have any 
of them, in their own Nature, to recommend 


them? Can he offer to God any thing 
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that can 


turn to his Profit, any thing that was not his 
before? Or is he that ſwore falſly, not per- 
jured ? He that ſtole, not a Thief? He this 
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dead Ram, or to boaſt in our Works, as if we 


had paid an Equivalent, and the Debt was dif. 


charged? It is doubtleſs the Mercy of God 
that puts a Value upon it: It is his Grace tha: 
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iigns the Pardon. And thus it is, that by Grace 
de are ſaved, through faith, and that nit of 


our ſelues : It is the G 
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ſuch Works as he injoins ought to be per- 
formed, as the neceſſary Means whereby he 
conveys that falutary Grace, And to exa!! 


' pence of good Works, or moral Duties, is to 
put aſunder that which God hath joined; is 
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viour's coming into the World; is to weaken 
the Powers of natural Conſcience, that Arbiter 
of God in the Breait of Men, and to e 
ligion hurtful. 

And as Sacrifices are 5 deſective, fo nei- 
ther can Repentance, 7 itſeiſ, make perſect, 
0s pertaming 10 the Conſcience. Little more in- 
deed does it amount to, than uneaſy Reflec- 
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tions upon our OWN pen than a ſad 
confeſſion that ohe has been d Focl, It will not 
giye back the Fortune that has been idly ſquan- 
dered; not reſtore Health, Reputation, Inno- 
cence. Not revoke an haſty Word, or an un- 
guarded Exprefiion ; much leſs will it bring to 
Life again a Perſon murdered. David's Re- 
penance was ſincere, His Sorrow from the 
Heart. And he did fo no more. And his. 
Confeſſion, and ſtrong crying for Pardon, is 
ſtill upon Record (). And is, perhaps, the 
inceſt of his Compoiitions, He thereby d does 
Penance daily, public? Penance, and before 
Millions. This was all he could do. But did 
Uriah live thereby, or David ccaſe to be a 
Murderer? A Murderer muſt he cver remain, 
though he was to grieve for ever, and for ever 
ſuffer the Vengeance of eternal fire. Nor is it 
any thing but infinite Power, and infinite Mer- 
cy, that can wipe away the Stain, remit the 
Puniſhment, and adminiſter Eaſe to the guilty 
Mind. From God does Repentance derive 1ts 
Vi irtue, and is therefore valuable becauſe he is 
5 pleaſed 


7) Pialm. Ii. 


4 
pleaſed to accept it. And to aſſure us that hie 
would accept it, was one principal Point in the 
Commiſſion of Teſus Chrilt. [1 came, faith he, | 
not to call the Righteous, but Sinners to Repent- | 
ance (i). The G ed of our Fathers ruiſed is 
Tefſus—to0 grve Repentance wnto Jſrael, and For. | 
giveneſs of Sins, ſay his Diſciples (. Who | 
likewiſe olorified God, when hes underſtood 
that he had 4% 10 the Gentiles granted Repont- 
ance unto Life (J. 

And ha has our Saviour Jeſus Chriit 
offered himſelf, as a faithful Pilot, to Recr us | 
through the dangerous Occan of Life, to the 
Haben of eternal Felicity. And if we per- 
verſely refuſe his gentle Guidance; or, 
through an Inattention to his Directions | 
ſuffer Shrpaoreci : Still is there a Plank at | 
Hand, which, if we lay faſt hold of, will 
ſupport and carry us to Shore. I 

In ſhort. He has taught us the way of g 
Life. To walk in it is our Duty. But if we | 
deviate, Repentance is required, and Repent- } 
ance will be accepted. But as our Re- 
pentance is not fo hearty, fincere, and un- | 
interrupted, as it ſhould be, he Father of | 
Mercy, and the God of all Comfort will make 
up all our Deficiencies and Imperfections, by | 

the perfect Innocence, and undeferved Sut- | 
ferings and Death, of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
This - is Our final Confolation; that we have 
an Advocate with the Father, Is ent 
the 

i) Luke v. 32. ( Acts v. zo, 31. 


7 


3 


= Righteous, and he is the Propitiation for 
BW our Sins (mn). By him hath God, of whom 
„de all Things, reconciled the World unto 
i himſclf, not imputing their 'Tre{paiiecs unto 
„dem, having made him to be Sin for us 


who knew no Sin, that we might be the 


Righteouſneſs of God in him (i * 


{m) 1 John ii. 1, 2. G) 2 Cor. v. 18, 19, 21. 


R r N 


nh publiſhed, by the ſame Author, and Py 
_ by E. Dilly, at the Role and Crown in the 
e near the Mankon- Houle. 


HE SACRAMENT: A plain 
and rational INSTITUTION : or, 
THE LORD's SUPPER, ſet in fo juſt, and 
clear a Light, that a Perſon of the meaneſt 
Capacity may know what he does, when he 
partakes thereof: All Places in the New Teſ- 
lament, that relate, or are ſuppoſed to relate 
to it, are ſet down at large, with a Paraphraſe 
in an oppoſite Column. To which is ſub- 
joined a critical Commentary, with Prayers. 


Price bound in plain Sheep, Is. Gd. In 
„ 


2, ISS 


BOOKS fold by E. Dilly, &c. 


2. Peace to Britain; or, no Popiſh Pre- 
tender; an Addreſs to Proteſtants, ſhewins 
that we ſhould oppoſe the Pretender, and how | 
we may do it eficctually, The Second Edi- 
Ua Price 2d. or 128. per Hundred. | 

A Sermon, entitled, the Invaſion, occa- 
fohed by the intended French Invaſion, in Fa- 
vour of the Pretender, 1744, Setting forth 
the fatal Conſequences to England, ſhould it 
prove ſucceistul, Price 6d. | 

4. Mercy and Judgment, a Sermon, occ2- 1 
Coned by the general Faſt, on Ye 
Jan. 7. 1740. Appointed by his N. 70 3 | 
To which is added, an Hymn to the Creator, | 
for the glorious and ſeaſonable Victory . 
ver the Rebels at Culloden, on the löth c“ 
April, 1746, by his Majeſty's Forces, un- | 
der the Command of his Royal Highneſs the 
Duke of Cumberland; and a Letter of Er- 
Poſtulation to the Ladies of Mancheſter, upon 
their late and preſent Behaviour. Price (d. 

5. Private Vices, the Occaſion of public Ca- 
lamities: Proved from the Nature of . 
and by the T eſtimony of the wiſeſt, beſt, an. 
molt a Perſons in Antiquity, By Expe— 
rience likewiſe, and undeniable Matters cl 
Fact, happening to the ſeveral Nations of C- 
naan, Crete, Troy, Lydia, the Sybarites, T0 
tans, Athenians, Perſians, Romans and © 
Interſperſcd with various Digreſſions i 
Things of great and preſent Concern, among 
others of the divine Right of the S/uarts, ol 
not Swearing, and Swearing talſly ; an Ef. W 


Price I 5. 6 d. 


A ty 


Allan 


e- 
1 7 ” - 
Ot 


